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ELLIOT SMITH'S THEORY.

(BY GMILY

Tn eur Autlrallan aborigines wa have am
example of n people of primitive mentality,
obeying tribal rules, following & totem myd-
tem, and retelling poetie legonds who=e signl-
fcance they are quiie unahle to gramp. The
abarigine Is oot afene In thin respect, and,
since Darwin's theory lnvaded every hranch
af mslence, the ethnologist han been imagin-
ing that some divine spirit within the human
Lrenst spoke =oftly to Lhe savage, told him
what was rtight and what was wrong, whom
he was (o marry and whom he wWis Lo leave
plone, and whispered iales of wiss gods into
bis ipward ear.

w. J. Perrr, in “The Growth of Civillea-
{ion,” declares that the Ausiralian sborizine
b kis legends, his ability to make polighed
stone Instriments, and his totemism from
ptray wandervrs from Egypllan colonbes. es-
tablished In Naw Guinva somewhers before
the third milleanium, B.C. The sborigine
bimself sayn that he owes his totemio syA-
tem to strangers who came (o them (rom
the eky in tlme past, and Lthen Went away,
presumably skywards. These men were from
the ouler frings of that civillsation that was
born io Egrpl and from which all our elvill-
gatinne have rprung.

When Bir Jaines Fraser discovered in
volume after volume of “The Uoclden Bough"
that the snme legends appeared In different
shapes amongat primitive peoples scattered
an far apart as the Baptusn apd the Hed In-
diangs, aod that myths, llke that of the De-
luge, appedr Iu lands separated by oceans,
the Darwinisms thea §n faerhico explalped
the pbenomena by declarlog thai the humai
specien had sprung up In various parts of
the esrth, and had independently spun tha
same religlons, ths same myths, the Eama
eples, unconsclouws of the fact that other
triben, oceans distavi, were avolviang 1o pra-
clsely (he same way.

AL the beginnlog of the century the Ger-
mans wers malolaioing the theory of the
dirperslon of civilisation from a single centre,
but oulside Oermany Lt fell on deal ears,
uptil the English investigation, heginning
with the Egyptlan research of Professar
Grafton Elllot Bmith, led to the establish-
ment and elaboration of m theory rhat has
turned our copceplions of ths history aof
early civilisation upside dowa, Elllot Smith
wan led towards the theary by the discovery

of puggestiva similarities between skulla
found in pre-dypastic moummies and skulls
found in Kogland aod New Zealand. "Then
thie evideoce, which Fraser had besen col-
fectinpg for so loog to grind a different axe,
wrs strengthened by one amasing discovery
after anolher. The late Dr. Rivers Investi-
gated the custom of preserviog the dead
amongst thea Melapeslans, and their mege-
lithic mofinmenis, discovering convincing
glmilarities betwesn thelr methods and fhoss
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glmilarities between thelr methods and fhose
of the anclent Egrptlane. His conclusions
were confirmed by Elliot Bmith's discovery
that the patives of the Torres Biraliz lalanda
preserved thelr mummies by exsctly the
same methods as those emploved o pre-
bintorle Egypl. The evidence berame aver-
whelming, ©One of the pretiiest locldenis Io
the story ls provided by the Rev, Dir, Fox,
& misslonary on Sgu Ohristoval, in the Splo=-
mons. Ha sent to Elllot Bmith avd Rivers
|n descriptlon of the mostaba tomba mnd the
doimenn, Lhat are to be foumd on that ls=
land, concluding hls descripiien by asking
whether they could eaxplaln a rirapge bhead-
dresr worn by the carved fgure upen ope of
the tombe- A% he gave t(hem bls ploture
of 1he lmags he woe unaware that he wag
dqseriblng 1o the delighied eibpologists a
characteristlie of the etatues of Cheops, one
of the builders of the pryamids.

Tha investigationa have bgen rarried am by
W. I. Perry. formerly of the University of
Manchester, now at lhe University of Loa-
don, who ham devoied some yeurs (o the
sluboration of the theory, His prededess
pors bad establisbhed the fact that a civilisas=
tion origioating along the banks of 1he Nike
had been spread through Bumer, Turkestan,
Indin, Chins, the Pacifia Islands, aod ihe
Amerjcas. In parts of all thesa lands are
traced of the vanished civilisation, In the
ahape aof megalithie mooumeuls, irrigation,
the custom of mummifying the dead, and dunl
settlements, As tha Tartars pushed nerosg
Europa so had the Manchus descended upon
Chinn, the Antecs upon Mexicn, the Aryan
peoples upon the Anrieml East, until one by
ope these clder civilisations were balf de-
stroyed, and balf abmorbed by the fghting
triban. Thus, Perry builds up Lis story,
Along the Valley of the Nils there developed
& civilisation thet originated these cultural
glemesls, awmongst others, ships, copper in-
strumente, glase, gold work, weaving. the
Hll-* of Immortallty, the “Children of the
|Bun™ myth, and mummification. Around the
(third century B.C. migrations had besn mude,
{ln mn ever-widening elrcle, o the valley
jof tha Fuphrates, Turkestan, Crete, West-
(ern Eyrope, Indonssin, Mexico, Bouth Amorice,
'Chinmn, snd relica of thesa voyages are Lo
be found In the Pacilfic Islands. MNeither
ithe Vikings wor Columbus first “discovered™

Awmerica. Carvioge Thave been found In
Central America, reproseniling  slephails,
anlmals not known la that coutinent during

tur era. Hwentually, during s poriod of,
perhaps, m thousand "_l'llrl. tha Pml:-urnuull
civilisations are deairoyed by Lhe more virlle
feod-gathering tribes, beyond the outer frings.

Then, in another thousand yonrs, the bars
barlans Jave absorbed half of the old elviiis
sation they attempled 1o desiror. Hut the

&y idencs for the exisionce of the older penples
in wimort wiped away. Here thers in a brokes
monolith and thers & quaini legend mumbled
by the father of somse savige iribe: here
8 earved figure and thore the custom of busry=
ing the dead with thelr fcet towsards the
seiting muo.
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