~KibiERT SROTYSATION

DID AUBTRALIA HAVE ONE.

It hins been said that Austialin s a
land singuarly lacking ln romsuce. As
A communily we are searcely more
than a century old. Everything uabout
ug 15 new, We have oo traditions, or
very fow of them; uo bistory, uoe ple-
turesque past except obe we &fe gux
lwus to forgel? uo dark ages, aud uo
ruis. The country ls supposcd to be
very old—some scientists say it s the
oldest country ia the world, but that
apparently ie the only old thing about
it. For the rest, we are to the roman-
Licist impossibly and hopelessly new,
amd we are rather given the impres-
sion that we ought to be ashamed of
purselves, although, of course it s npot
our fault that we ought to be ashamed
of ourselves, although of course it is
uet our favlt thet we are as we e,
Ap all-wise Creator decrecd that Aus
trulia should be the last land discover-
td and settled by civilised man, and
we have te put up with that,

At the same time there s no reason
why we should not huive some of these
things. Altbough the advent uf the
white man to these shores has been
comparatively recent, there have been
Llack men bere for maony thousanls of
years—ul lenst that is the populnr sup
position based vu scientific dati, aud
there is nobody to say that such a
theory 18 net eorrect. All the wyal
able vvidence poiuts to the settlement
of Australia by black people at a per-
id over o000 yeurs ggo. 1t s fair-
Iy conciusive evideoee, based on our
kpowledge of the world at that period
aud the legends and habits of  the
blacks themselves. We can therefore
concede the point that Australiy was
dn the Lunds of the blacks wuything
from Lot fo 250000 vears ugu

The guestiva wow arises whether the
aburigiuals as we kpow them were ever
(any diferent; whether they are the
remuaiits of some dead and gone o0y ilis-
stioy upd whoether there are somewhers
in the leart of this continent rulns or
other evidenees of that clvilisation.
Other vountries gre rich in these things
Asia and Africa have  had muny of
them, China was celvilised thuusanids
of yeurs ago. Babylon, Nineval, Car-
lhnge. Egypt, and nt]mn ull lind llu:u-
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thage, Egypt, and otbers ull had their
hour. Io Peruvian South  America
there nre relics of the great loea civil
isation, but in Agstrulia what Lave
we! The romance of arclaeology is
denied us. We do not dig in the old
river bed for fints apd bronzes, be-
cause we Know we would Aol methiog
All the records ever discovered of past
ages in Australis ure represcnted Ly
a few clumsy drawings on roecks—
things which, are comwon to any tyvpe
of mborigines. Not a phpyrus or a
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|vommon ancestor would have to yield

record of any kind hos been unearthed.
No strange helroglyphics have been de-
tected tu keep seientists mwake at
nigat. St Baidwin Spencer and a few
others have recorded certain aborigin-
ul legends which by reason of  the
il ol Uieir perpetustion must be
unreligble, to say the least of them,
There i« uwothing therefore to tell us
whether any ancient eivilisation exis
ted i Australoa before the white man
cawe, and even if it did exist there is
nothing to tell us about it. The cone
elusion must by eome tu, therefore, that
no such ecivilisntion existed and that
the pevple of this ecountry before the
white men were never anything better
thun they are wow, or were before Lhey

The Australion uboriginal is not a
bruutiful specimen as a rule, nor does
be stand high among primitive peoples.
Ln the contrary, he is at the boltom
of the intelbigence list,  Ile is regarded
selenee pe survivil of ancient and
primitive mup. He is ¢ven more prim-
itive thun those specimens like the
whose
skulls were dug up in Englind some
lime ago to set scienlists chattering.
No remalns dug up in Europe have ever
been so primitive @s our aborigines.
Some time ago the brain capacity of
=4 Ausirnlian uative women were mess-

uredd, Their wean capacity was 1118
. Pour of themn were dader 1000 ee.
ahdd Goe was as Jow as 930 v,  The

last-mnuie | was just alwut es clese to
the ape s it was possible for lier to be.
When o Lialn mensures below 930 e,
L is npol expeetid o contain human
intelligenec. Oy all the races of man-
letmd Lving today, the Australian abori-
could sTve s 3 comnon
| wucestor for ull modern races. Such a

degeeilants which would have to de-
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I-ll.'n--vud.'mln which
velop iute the central African negro,
s well us inte the fair hsired native
of morth-western  huroje. According
Lir. Arthur Keith, the Australian
fsitin e hos those lotermediate and geu-
wiplised eclarieters, needed for such an
aveestral T, The truth of the mat-
I ter spemid to Le that we lack past avil-
|

1o

sotins in Austrabin because the coun-
tey was origindlly populated by primi-
bt o, whe beigg out of toueh with
i :h._- rest of the world, remained as he
[ was wver thousauds of centories and
! neser progressed,
Lt jvitisations begau when nations rose
i hevymd the Stone Age. The Australian
| nbarigingl has just entered the Stone
! Age and no more. He has not gone
1 throngh uil the phases of that age. One
| of the features of the Stone Age at its
I#lu]liht developuvnt is the presence of
bopottery, The Auostralian aboriginal
| ever became putter. The theory is
that he drifted down ow to this contin-
‘..m wier lanil hij,ms from India or
therenbwouts at a time when Asin -her-

woild have t|; de-'

wif had pot developed the potter’s
thumb, The land bridges vanlshed or
were swept into the sea, and Austra
lin was ¢cut off from the rest of the
world along with portions of Oceanin.
When Asia and Europe were develop
ing pottery, the Australians had long
sinco beem cul off from them, and all’
advances ip material progress were -
known to them.

The theory seema to be feasible
enough, The aborigines are sall 1o
have started coming here between
100,000 and 250,000 years ago. They |
were probably eut off from the rest uf
the world a few centuries luter. Toc
ancient eivilisations of whieh we know
something were not so aneient afles
all. A mere 10000 years ago will
dispose of all of them without uny
troublle; but the Australian aborig nes
were here in their primitive state 100,
Uy years before amy civilisation al all.
Everything, aceording to one scicutist,
goes to show that the Australisns have
never been in comtact with a 2iv.lised
race. Their stone implements & ¢ rode
aod less skilfully worked thun the
majority of the noative implements
found in Eurcpe. Other facts peint to
the constantly primitive pature of fhe
Australian aborigine. The Tasmauian
nativeas wore the first to ot here. As

AuUIalan aborigioe. o@D ESTNE I iaE
natives were the first to gel here. As
they worked south they were fullowed

by other tribes, which remained on the |

mainland,
more primitive than those who cae
nfter, the iaterference being thut 1o
between the two migrations some pire
press had been made by mau which the
Tasmaniaps escaped, by reason of the
fact that their land bridge counecting
them with Victoria dissppearcd.
they wers cuot off from everyoue. The
Tasmanplan aburigioals. when they In
ed, were on a lower planc thau suy
people on the fuce of the earth, or
 known to have existed for mauy
thousands of wvears previeusly. They
I'were, in fact, the bedrock of humonity

So, in view of all these focts, is there
any eense 1 hunting aboui Australia
for Tutankbamen tumbe auwd such like
things, when we feel that the quest
would be fruitless? Soume poople an-
swer Yes, and there is ovbv mun ot
lesast who has been persisteatly looot-
ing for relics of pust ages  for soumw
time., He Las wot found anytling wvet,
but bé is full of bope. Il is o Temiick-
able foet thot no forsil rempins ol WA
bhave ever been discovered in Ausira
lin; but then oobwedy hud cver Juuked
wuch for them, and there i$ ue sense
in tryving for fossii= when you | T
in the flesh, the tvpe of person whe
would be fossilised. A skall uf Luogin
years ago would probably be wo differ
ent from an aberigionl skull teday.
Everything puints to that being  so.
Hut science 18 mot prepared to stop
there. The land which has gives up

giant marsupials may deliver an alte-
gethier pew set of human booes, which
may make the seientific world read-
just all its notions of Che whole sclicme
uf things, Possibly one reasun why we
bat = mo human fossllls is because we
are g very sparsely settled poopde, and
un huilding or exeavation ha
tng on ip spots most likely Lo yoebl re-
siite.  There is some vory ol conntey
wiong the Barwon Hiver, aud i1 is there
cire selitary grchaeologist i« woolug the
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past.  Tu the deep-down layvor e dhe
old river bed there muy be cenmanis
uf sy romBntie era wherein Austin-

Hoaw Jings tovrished ool waried ool
carried off, the Leautifol Jooghties
their peighbours, and geterally condue-
ted themselves as goelent kings shoulil
Aupd then agsin these wuy not.
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the bones of the diprotodom and wther

The Tasmapinns were ¢ved p




